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Our Mission Statement:

To represent and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin.

To  promote the horse through leadership, education, service and
 communication. 

And to take a proactive role in the future growth and 
development of the equine industry.

Membership in the Wisconsin Horse Council is open to individuals, 
associations, businesses, societies, or other entities whose interests 
are in line with WHC’s purpose and Mission Statement. Our member-
ship year will follow the calendar year. Members will also receive our 
monthly newsletter where FREE classified ads can be placed and   
reasonable 1/4, 1/2 and full page ads can be arranged. The        
newsletter reaches 500+ horse enthusiasts. 

The Council employs a professional Lobbyist who works with us on 
pending legislation as needed for the equine industry. 

We are constantly working on adding new benefits for our members. 
Please feel free to contact us with your comments or suggestions. 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
Executive Board 2017-2018 

Executive Officers 
President - Nancy Edwards 
    262-623-9092 
    njrhorse@nconnect.net 
Vice President - Katie Bachhuber 
    920-539-0601 
    kbach@nconnect.net 
 Secretary - Jill Feller 
    920-948-9502 
    jfeller@nconnect.net 
 Treasurer - Ron Miller 
    608-873-3848 
    ronmiller1@charter.net 
 

 Executive Board of Directors 
Past President - Karen Kroll, 608-795-2321, 
mkroll@chorus.net 
Director at Large to MHF & WSHCEF - James 
Harris, 608-987-3600, 
harrisfam5@hotmail.com 
Director at Large - Karla Hankee,  
608-606-0680, karlagoddess@hotmail.com 
District 1 Rep - Sheila Kisling, 715-651-1213, 
crosshairstables@gmail.com 
District 2 Rep - Doug Tooley, 920-810-7113, 
heelinbandit@hotmail.com 
District 3 Rep - Bonnie Shepherd, 262-670-
1426, bonnieshepherd@qg.com 
District 4 Rep - Floyd Finney, 608-868-4543, 
dpapcke@centurytel.net 
District 5 Rep - Linda Catherman, 608-432-
2599, danlindac@gmail.com 
 

Office Staff Member 
Darla Schack - Newsletter Editor & Website 
Administrator, Admin. Assist., 
darla@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
P.O. Box 72, 121 S. Ludington St., 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-0393  Fax:  920-623-0583 
info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
 

Midwest Horse Fair 
General Manager - Megan Hanuszczak 
megan.hanuszczak@midwesthorsefair.com 
131 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-5515  Fax:  920-623-5454 

Check out our new cut and fold 
section on Pages 19 and 20! 

Simply cut out the page and fold it 
in thirds for a handy brochure to 

keep or to share with a friend! 
This month’s featured trifold is 

“WHC Supports You With Grants & 
Scholarships”. 
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What is the mission statement of the WSHC Equine Foundation? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation was created to better serve Wisconsin's growing equestrian             
community and to help that community realize its fullest potential. The Foundation is a tax exempt, non-profit 501 (c)(3) 
organization and as such allows individuals to make tax-deductible contributions to support Wisconsin equine projects. 
The mission of the Equine Foundation is to support Wisconsin's expanding equestrian community by funding: 
....Educational Initiatives 
....Equine Research 
....Trail Development 
....Youth Scholarship and Participation 
 
What is our relationship with the Wisconsin Horse Council? 
The Wisconsin Horse Council is our parent organization and the sole member of the WSHC Equine Foundation. WHC Board 
of Directors are elected to serve on the WSHC Equine Foundation Board of Directors, along with non-WHC individuals. 
The WHC was incorporated in 1972 as an advocate for the equine owners and industry in the State of Wisconsin. It has 
grown to become the focus of the equine industry in Wisconsin. 
 
The Mission Statement of the Wisconsin Horse Council is: To represent and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin. To 
promote the horse through leadership, education, service and communications, and to take a proactive role in the future 
growth and development of the equine industry in the State of Wisconsin. 
 
The WSHC Equine Foundation is a federally approved 501C(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to the advancement of  eq-
uine activities and the equine industry in general. 
 
The Foundation's main objectives are to promote education, research and development, charity, and scholarship             
opportunities for equestrians in Wisconsin. 

Welcome to the Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation 
The bond between an equestrian and their equine is an experience worth cherishing; we are dedicated 

to strengthening this bond and enriching the equestrian experience in Wisconsin through education, 
research, charity, and scholarship. 

Visit our website www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org – Click on the WSHCEF tab 
at the top of the page 

WSHCEF Officers & Board of Directors 
 
President  Gary Jackson         
Vice President Diane Sackett          
Secretary Linda Ernsberger     
Treasurer Lila Lemanski     
             

 

 

                 Board of Directors & Volunteer Team 
 James Harris     Mike McGowan            Karen Meekma 
 Gail Seasor    Sharon Hookstead 
 Margo Miller            Rich Ernsberger 
 Dave Kluge    Roxanne Kluge 
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Loyal Teen Wins National Draft Horse Award 
By Jenessa Freidhof 

The Country Today | jenessa.freidhof@ecpc.com 

LOYAL — A central Wisconsin student was recently announced as the winner of a 
national draft horse showing award. Thirteen-year-old Ty Meyer was named as the 
overall youth merit winner for the Belgian Draft Horse Corporation of 
America. 

Competitors in two age groups, ages 10-14 and ages 15-18, attend draft horse 
shows across the nation and are judged in four categories, earning points along 
the way. The four categories the students can earn points in are decorating, 
showmanship, driving a horse and cart, and driving a team and wagon. 

“For showing at certain shows throughout the year, they earn points,” said Randy 
Meyer, Ty’s grandfather and longtime horse show participant. “They are given a 
half-hour in the ring with nothing done with the horses. They then braid and 
decorate the horses, getting them ready to show.” 

Ty competed in four point-earning shows this year in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Michigan and Iowa. There are approximately 11 shows each year where students 
can earn points. This year there were a total of 32 students who earned points. 

Meyer ranked first overall and in team and wagon driving. He came in second in 
decorating as well as horse and cart driving, and third in showmanship. 

Ty said he would have likely earned more points in decorating had he competed in the decorating at all the shows. 

During the shows, the student is responsible for the horses, although they do have an adult with them when driving. Ty said 
he is able to manage the horses and has not had any instances with them getting away. 

“Hopefully it never happens,” Ty said. 

Ty said it can be a challenge showing, especially when he is often the only boy decorating the horses and with the early hours 
some of the shows require, but he enjoys showing and plans to keep doing it in the future. 

He has been very successful this year, winning showmanship in his class at the Wisconsin show and in Davenport, Iowa. He 
usually shows with one of two horses and spends a lot of time working and practicing with the horses. 

“He is a lot of help and sometimes is out working with the horses with me until 10 at night,” said Kris Meyer, Ty’s father. 

Randy said the judges can be tough, watching every move the showperson makes including how they turn the corners and 
how they pay attention to details. 

“I’ve seen it where a judge will flip over a portion of the mane and watch to see if the person is paying enough attention to 
fix it or if they will just leave it,” Randy said. “When you are driving the team, the judges will also watch how you hold the 
lines and things like that.” 

Showing Belgian draft horses is a family affair for the Meyers. Several members of the family have earned awards showing 
their Belgians over the years and are often recognized for their 10-horse pyramid hitch at fairs and other events throughout 
Wisconsin. 

Ty received the award at the organization’s annual meeting Dec. 1 in Arcola, Ill. 

Submitted photo 
Ty Meyer of Loyal recently was named top overall 
youth in the Belgian Draft Horse Corporation of 
America’s Youth Merit program ages 10-14 
bracket. Meyer works with his family’s draft 
horses, showing them at various shows through-
out the Midwest. Youth earn points at certain 
shows in four categories. Meyer placed first 
overall in his bracket and third in Showmanship, 
second in Decorating and Cart, and first in Team. 
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Horse Trail Improvement at Wild Rock Horse Trails in Clark County Wisconsin  
 

The Neillsville Saddle Tramps and Clark County Forestry and Parks Department are happy 
to announce the completion of a horse trails improvement project on the Wild Rock 
Horse Trail system. The project was jointly funded by Clark County and a $900 Wisconsin 
State Horse Council grant.  This project consisted of replacing 2 deteriorating bridges on a 
main artery of the trail.  These bridges were replaced with ford crossings which are con-
structed by excavating softer materials from the stream bed and then replacing them 
with rock and gravel.  Riders can now safely ford the creek in both places.  The county and 
local riding groups deemed the project a sustainable alternative to very costly bridge 
replacement. Local saddle clubs will remove the old bridge 
material this winter when the ground is frozen. 
 

The 41 miles of equestrian trails and accompanying Wild Rock County Campground 
are used by riders from all parts of WI and the Upper Midwest.  The trails are main-
tained by three Clark County saddle clubs: Neillsville Saddle Tramps,  Horsin' Around 
and Circle T.  More information is available by visiting the Clark County Forestry and 
Parks website at www.co.clark.wi.us. 
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IN MEMORY OF RICHARD BERNER... 
 
When we first joined the Jefferson County Draft Horse Assn, there was a definite line drawn in the sand between the 
“farm” people and the “show” people.  Dick Berner was one of the founding fathers of the JCDHA and a definite farm 
person.  He was a hard nut to crack, that guy, but we did.  Eventually he came around to the fact that we all loved 
horses and it didn’t matter what we used them for. He carried so much knowledge of horses that he should have 
written a book.  With that ever present pipe in his mouth, he was both a mentor and a friend.   

He was so incredibly dedicated to Old World Wisconsin that he spent many hours there on his own.  The farm manag-
ers were grateful for his help and wisdom.  He dedicated 17 years to OWW without a need for attention.  He die 
doing what he loved – cutting down trees at OWW so the horses could pull them out of the woods. 

Richard Arthur Berner was born on Dec. 27, 1939, in the town of Little Black in Taylor County. Richard loved his horses 
and cats. It was always sweet to see him act like the tough farmer and then fondle his little kitties. 

Richard is survived by his wife, Carol; daughter, Nina (Michael) Koester; grandchildren, 
Eric and Melissa Koester.   

We will miss him for many reasons, but mostly because he was just a really nice guy who 
loved horses. 

Marcia Haase 
WHC Director Representing JCDHA 

Jefferson County Draft Horse Association 
By Jackie Schuster 

 
The weather November 4th, did not dampen the enthusiasm of our participants 
for the Draft Horse Driving Clinic.  This was JCDHA’s third workshop on driving 
drafts.  The first workshop was held back in November 2010. 
 
We started out with how to harness the horse with three participants, while the 
other two went to ground drive a team, and then we switched groups.  After 
lunch we hitched the horses to the wagons, and one was hitched to a stone boat with a log on it.  They drove 
around Old World Wisconsin for an hour and then switched teams and teamsters so the participants could see 
how different horses drove and got different views from the teamsters. 
 

Everyone had a good experience driving, and they seemed to achieve their ex-
pectations out of the clinic. We will not be having another driving clinic until 
2019, but we will keep you informed of future dates. 
 
Come out to Old World Wisconsin to see the gentle giants in action for the 
2018 year.  The dates will be coming out in January for the New Year! 



  Page 8           January        Wisconsin Horse Council

 

 

 

 
October 31, 2017 

National Equine Health Plan Published 

 

 

Valuable resource will help curtail risk of disease spread 

The American Horse Council (AHC), in conjunction with the American Association of Equine Practition-
ers (AAEP), the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), and state animal health officials, is 
pleased to announce that the National Equine Health Plan (NEHP) is now available 
at equinediseasecc.org/national-equine-health-plan. 
  
The horse industry is unique because horses are transported with more frequency than other live-
stock. It's been seen firsthand how disease outbreaks cost the industry millions of dollars for the care 
of sick horses, implementation of biosecurity, and lost revenue in the form of cancelled or restricted 
commercial equine activities such as horseshows. In 2013, the industry felt it was time to step up and 
address the issue of the handling of disease outbreaks and the dissemination of information surround-
ing the outbreaks. This gave way to the creation of the NEHP that will outline the issues surrounding 
the prevention, diagnosis and control of diseases and the responsibilities and roles of the federal and 
state authorities and the industry. 
     
The goals of the NEHP are to protect the health and welfare of the U.S. equine population, facilitate 
the continued interstate and international movement of horses and their products, ensure the availa-
bility of regulatory services, and protect the economic continuity of business in the equine industry. 
  
The NEHP also functions as a roadmap for coordinating horse owners and industry organizations with 
veterinarians and state and federal animal health officials to prevent, recognize, control and respond 
to diseases and environmental disasters. The plan facilitates horse industry preparedness, effective 
rapid communication, and owner education, which make up the foundation for preventing diseases 
and disease spread. Links to information and resources are included in the NEHP document, including 
a list of “Roles and Responsibilities” for all stakeholders in the industry. 
  
The Equine Disease Communication Center (EDCC) is a key element of the NEHP and provides critical 
communication of information during disease outbreaks. Additionally, equinediseasecc.org provides 
information about diseases, vaccination, biosecurity, state health regulations, state animal health offi-
cial contact information and links to USDA-APHIS veterinary services. By integrating the roles of regu-
latory agencies with industry stakeholders, equine health and welfare are improved. 
  
The NEHP provides immediate access to resources and communications needed to optimize disease 
mitigation and prevention. It serves as a guide for regulations and responses needed to mitigate and 
prevent infectious diseases. The AHC and the AAEP encourage sharing this document as it will help 
educate horse owners about how veterinarians and state and federal officials work together to de-
crease the risk of disease spread. 
  
If you have any questions about the NEHP or the EDCC, please contact Dr. Nat White 
atedcc@aaep.org or Cliff Williamson, Director of Health & Regulatory Affairs at the AHC 
atcwilliamson@horsecouncil.org.   
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WISCONSIN 4-H YOUTH COMPETE AT REGIONALS & NATIONALS 

 

4-H Horse Project youth, who were selected at 4-H Horse Project Educational Days in May and State 4-H Horse Expo in Sep-
tember, to represent Wisconsin at Regional and National competitions in Public Speaking, Team Demonstration, Individual 
Demonstration, Hippology, Horse Bowl and Horse Judging traveled to compete at the All American Quarter Horse Congress in 
October at Columbus, Ohio and Eastern National 4-H Horse Roundup in November at Louisville Kentucky. 

Youth who competed at the All Amercian Quarter Horse Regional Contest in October include: 

 Individual Demonstration – Maddy Pottinger, Dane County 

 Team Demonstration – Desi Garr & Margan Vandermarlier, Pierce County 

 Public Speaking  – Gaelen Combs, Dane County & Alexis Kwak, St Croix County 

 Judging - St Croix County – Alexis Kwak, Tyler Mentink, Marissa Metzler, Harly Lentz 

 Hippology – Sheboygan County – Maya Powalisz-Trochell, Ariana Mendez, Kinsey Ninnemann, Maddie Radtke 
 

Youth who competed at the Eastern National 4-H Horse Roundup Contest in November include: 

 Team Demonstration – Alexis Kwak & Mae Buttles – St Croix County 

 Hippology – Waushara County - Michelle Spillner, Alissa Spillner, Kaitlyn Brooks 

 Judging – Racine County - Mikayala Johnson, Ashley Chapeta, Christopher Hinkel 

All of the youth did an outstanding job of representing Wisconsin and came home with many memories, new learning experi-
ences and new friends in addition to the awards they achieved at these educational contests. 

Many thanks are extended to the Wisconsin Horse Council for their support of the 4-H Youth of Wisconsin and these educa-
tional experiences. 

 

Pictured left to right front row –Autumn Nelson, Calista LaCrosse, Ciera Kawleski, Sierra King-Whitney, Alyssa Kidd.  
Back row Joe Pribek, Rae Geb.  Picture compliments of Ruehle Photographix. 
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Spotting a Sketchy Rescue 
By Laura Rose, WHC District 4 President 

We should support good horse rescues. Since humane societies are rarely equipped to take in equines, 
these private organizations fill a huge need. However, some “rescues” are really scams, hoarders, or 
horse dealers in disguise. Here’s how to tell the altruists from the underhanded. 
 
First and foremost, be wary of excessive pathos. Every animal rescue is going to have some emotional, 
heart-wrenching stories to tell, and that’s okay for occasionally grabbing the attention of donors. How-
ever, if an organization is constantly bombarding the public with tales of woe and pitiful pictures, that’s 
a sign that they’re deliberately milking tragedies. This is especially true when the sad stories are about 
the rescue manager’s personal life-- medical bills, feeling let down or persecuted by others, vehicle 
breakdowns, etc. Anyone who continually cries “pity me!” should not be in charge of what is essentially 
a very demanding large animal business. 
 
Although rescues are normally non-profit, they are still professional establishments. Like any business, 
they shouldn’t spend more they can make (receive in donations), or take on more work (animals) than 
they can handle. Horse rescues that consistently beg for help, fall short on hay, and are in debt to the 
local vet, yet are still taking in more horses are not rescues at all: these are hoarders. They may intend 
to provide good care for, rehabilitate, and adopt out all their equines. However, they amass so many, 
they don’t have the time or money to do so. Neglect results. Volunteers can help this situation, but they 
are only temporary relief. Good rescues are able to responsibly limit intake, and adopt out enough hors-
es on a regular basis, so that overstretching is rarely an issue.  
 
Sometimes rescues act too much like permanent sanctuaries, warehousing even healthy horses instead 
of helping them move on. Somehow, no adopter is ever good enough. Or alternatively, none of the 
horses are “really ready” to be adopted. Hoarders also resist euthanizing equines that have long lacked 
good quality of life. This is doubly shameful, since the donations keeping one suffering horse barely alive 
could instead be used to take in a healthier one.   
 
On the other end of the spectrum are the horse dealers posing as rescuers. These brokers care only 
about a quick profit. Preying on the public’s sympathy, they take in donations for feed, vet, and farrier 
bills-- and pocket most of them. Dealers disguised as rescuers rarely bother with any real adoption re-
quirements or contracts. They will sell intact studs and sometimes even breed mares regardless of their 
conformation or health. They don’t quarantine new intakes and will lie about a horse’s health and abili-
ties in order to sell it. They actively seek out horses to take in, even from out-of-state, so they can sell 
them again quickly. These opportunists may claim to be “non-profit,” but their personal finances are 
often mixed with the rescue’s. An establishment’s 501(c)3 status can easily be checked by visiting the 
Exempt Organizations page on the IRS’s website, or calling the EO department directly at 1-877-829-
5500.           Continued on next page... 
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...Continued from previous page   Spotting A Sketchy Rescue 
 

When researching a rescue, look for transparency. A rescue asking for public donations should be willing 
to provide, or proactively offer, proof of their honesty. Pictures and descriptions of each horse being 
cared for and offered for adoption should be easily accessible, along with a thorough explanation of 
how the adoption process works. A board of directors, monthly meeting minutes, up-to-date financial 
records, and certification by state or national agencies are the gold standards here. One such agency is 
the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries. 
 
Red flags indicating a dysfunctional horse rescue include: 

 Dangerous or poor fencing 

 Junk, deep mud, or lots of rocks in paddocks 

 Pleas combined with threats: “Donate NOW or this mare goes to slaughter!” 

 Reluctance to let anyone visit the property 

 Unwillingness or inability to take back a horse from an adopter who can’t keep it 

 Polite questions about specific horses or the operation remain unanswered 

 Basic utilities like water and electricity are shut off at any time 

 The rescue never holds fundraisers or open houses 

 There are no “after rehab” photos of horses, or stories about successful adoptions 

 Unbroke or ill-mannered horses don’t receive any training before being offered for adoption 

 Lack of professionalism in spelling, grammar, and public relations in general 

 The use of questionable training techniques 
 

Great rescues: 

 Make adoption a top priority (but not without provisions) 

 Recruit volunteers who stick around 

 Don’t insist that adopters use a very specific training method 

 Allow or encourage donors to send money directly to their vet or farrier 

 Keep on top of vet and farrier care, as well as record-keeping 

 Explain exactly how and when donations are used 

 Always advocate for what’s best for the horses 
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To the Members of the WI Horse 
Council:  My family cannot thank you 
enough for the grant that was given in 
order for our daughter to have a 
Speech and Occupational Therapy 
evaluation and treatments.  We have 
already seen positive changes in our 
little girl. 
Sincerely, Kristina and Jason Taylor 

Dear WI Horse Council, 

Thank you so much for helping us with a grant and giving us an opportuni-
ty for our daughter—Breanna to be able to receive Occupational Therapy 
services to help with transitioning to/from school, meal time, bathing, 
etc.  We have seen really wonderful results in the first few sessions with 
her behavior already!  Without grants like this, it would be hard to keep 
her in such a wonderful program! 

Thank you again, Shelly, Adam, Breanna & Austin Shipley 

Thank You Notes from Nature’s Edge Therapy Center & Their Patients… 

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Nature’s Edge community—therapists, staff, board of directors, patients and their families we want to 
thank you for your generous 2017 sponsorship grant award of $3,000, which provided funding for 20 therapy sessions 
with equine assistance for patients with demonstrated need.  We are very grateful for the opportunities provided by 
the Wisconsin Horse Council to our patients.  Your funding has been instrumental to each patient that received a  
scholarship package, permitting them to achieve significant steps of progress. 

The proceeds of the 2017 WHC grant were disbursed to provide therapy sessions for four patients with financial need.  
The grant covered the cost of five speech and occupational therapy sessions with equine assistance for each of the four 
patients who received scholarships.  Your funding provided needed therapy and also helped us to continue 
promoting the use of the horse to rehabilitate and empower those with disabilities. 

Enclosed please find thank you notes written from each of the patients (and/or their families) who received WHC grant 
assistance.  We also again want to express our gratitude for the assistance that you provided to each one, allowing 
them to access treatment and achieve rehabilitative goals. 

Sincerely,  Becky L. Payne, MATCCC/SLP/HPCS - Director 
Nature’s Edge Therapy Center, Rice Lake, WI 

Wisconsin Horse Council, 

Thank you so much for the grant towards the cost of Easton’s therapy at Nature’s Edge Therapy 
Center.  Besides the emotional strain and concerns for our grandson going through this and his 
safety and well-being, the financial end has been a concern as well so we greatly appreciate 
your thoughtfulness and caring to help Easton and also helping to defray our financial costs.  
Easton loves horses and it has helped him learn that they have feelings and different moods so 
he can relate it to himself learning the “zones of regulation” and type of problem he is dealing 
with if his behavior is appropriate.    Thanks again, Pat & Pam Anderson & Easton 
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NOTES OF THANKS... 
Dear Wisconsin Horse Council, 

Thank you so much for your continued support of 
the educational books.  I just got the second 
printing of 39,000 books so am well stocked for 
the next year.  Your funds are making a difference 
for students and teachers. 

Thank you! 

Darlene Arneson 
Ag in the Classroom Coordinator 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation 

Dear Wisconsin Horse Council: 

The JCDHA would like to thank the Wisconsin Horse Council for the generous sponsorship of 
$2,800 to help offset the cost of getting the horses and teamsters to Old World Wisconsin 
throughout 2017.  This has helped us demonstrate the importance of the draft horse in 
farming and settling this country. 
 
The JCDHA goes down to Old World Wisconsin for the Rituals of Spring when we do plowing, 
disking, dragging, and if time permits, planting of the field.  July is Laura Ingalls-Wilder 
month, when we do threshing by bringing the bundles of grain to the threshing machine 
which is operated by a stream engine. This year we picked up hay by using a hay loader and 
then took the loaded wagon to the barn and unloaded it into the hay mow.  At Autumn on 
the Farm in September and October, we plowed the fields in preparation for the following 
spring.  In October, we do logging by bringing the logs that have been staged to the saw mill 
that is set up.  At all of these events we try to pull the Omnibus around the villages. 
 
Thank you again for the grant.  It has helped our association out a lot! 
 
The Jefferson County Draft Horse Association (JCDHA) 
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Wisconsin Horse Council Presents 2018 Trail Design School 
The Wisconsin Horse Council presents our 13th Trail Master Certification course presented by Trail 
Design Specialists, Inc. (TDS) to be held this year in Magnolia Bluff Park in Evansville, WI.  Our instructor 
will be Mike Riter of TDS.  The 4-day course will be held on May 16st through May 19th.  Class will run 
from 8:00 through 4:00 daily.  All days must be attended to complete the course. 

This course will cover the latest advances in trail design, construction and maintenance with a focus on long term 
sustainability and ease of maintenance.  The course consists of interactive classroom and practical in field sessions covering 
the topics listed below. 
 

      Trail Design and Layout  

      Trail Construction  

      Trail Maintenance  

      Crew Leadership Techniques 

 

Contact: Margaret Kraege for details and any questions at ilovestrike@yahoo.com or 608-235-8302 

Dates:  May 16 –19, 2018 

Deadline to register:  April 27 (Late registration? Please call for an extension.)  

Location:  Magnolia Bluff Park, Evansville, Wisconsin 

Fees:  $500   

Wisconsin volunteers that work on trails, all land managers and their staff (state, county, or town) and WDNR staff; 100% of 
your registration fee is covered by the DNR Parks Department and the Wisconsin Horse Council.  Limited to first 12 
registrations. 

All non-WDNR participants must submit a refundable deposit of $100 to ensure your space in the course.    

This fee can be paid by check made out to GDHTA and sent to GDHTA, PO Box 259503, Madison WI 53725 Payment assures 
that you are registered.  At completion of the course you will be refunded your deposit.  Any cancelations must be made at 
least 30 days in advance to receive a refund. 

Included with the class will be breakfast, snacks, lunch and water. 

Motels are available in the Evansville area -  Boarders Inn & Suites (608)882-0936 Give them the code WHT to receive the 
group rate. 

Registration is available online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SZ5Y9WJ or go to https://
www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org/trails/designSchool.php to read all of the details and to print off an application. 

Our Sponsors : 
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Upcoming Events 2017 
 
 
 
 
January 2018 
 
January 8  WHC District 4 Meeting, 6:30 pm, Potluck and Meeting, Milton House, 18 S. Janesville St., Milton, WI  53563, Bring a dish 
  to pass. 
January 12 Friday Fun Amateur Night, La Fleur Stables, 3440 Meadow Road, Verona, WI 53593, 608-833-3635,  www.Lstables.com, 
  http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html, Learn the STEPS and taking the TIME to embrace your passion with YOU and 
  the HORSE. Ages: 7-Adults, Hours: 5pm-8pm, Fee: $60 per rider 
January 13 Ready For The Ring Practice Open Shows, Heartland Equestrian Center, Custer, WI, Sarah at (715) 323-2626 
  SANCTIONED 
January 14 & 15 Horse & Pony Experience Educational & Fun, La Fleur Stables, 3440 Meadow Rd., Verona, WI 53593, 608-833-3635, 
  www.Lstables.com, http://www.lstables.com/tiny-tot-horse---pony-experience-ages-2-9.html, Ages: First time riders and 
  other young children, Hours: Check the website for times, Fee: $60 per rider 
January 19 Friday Fun Amateur Night, La Fleur Stables, 3440 Meadow Road, Verona, WI 53593, 608-833-3635,  www.Lstables.com, 
  http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html, Learn the STEPS and taking the TIME to embrace your passion with YOU and 
  the HORSE. Ages: 7-Adults, Hours: 5pm-8pm, Fee: $60 per rider 
January 20 Dodge County Horseman’s Association Annual Banquet & Awards, 1 p.m., Pizza Ranch, Waupun, WI, Contact Bonnie 
  Shepherd at bsshepherd@qg.com if you would like to attend 
January 24 WHC Board of Directors Monthly Meeting, 7 pm, 121 S. Ludington St., Columbus, WI 
January 26 Friday Fun Amateur Night, La Fleur Stables, 3440 Meadow Road, Verona, WI 53593, 608-833-3635,  www.Lstables.com, 
  http://www.lstables.com/amateur-night.html, Learn the STEPS and taking the TIME to embrace your passion with YOU and 
  the HORSE. Ages: 7-Adults, Hours: 5pm-8pm, Fee: $60 per rider 

 
February 
 
February 10 WSHCEF Winter Day at the Park, Columbus Fireman’s Park, Columbus, WI, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
February 10 Ready For The Ring Practice Open Shows, Heartland Equestrian Center, Custer, WI, Sarah at (715) 323-2626 
  SANCTIONED 
February 24 Dane & Columbia County 4-H Tack Sale, 9 am - 2 pm, N695 Hopkins Rd, Arlington, WI  53911, New & Used Tack, 4-H food 
  stand, silent auction, and free education sessions, Contact Kim at 608-212-5191 
 
 
* FOR MORE EQUINE RELATED UPCOMING EVENTS, click on this link to be redirected to WalkTrotGo.com. 

  WHC Horsemen’s Calendar of Upcoming Events 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW SECTION ENTITLED… 

                                                             “Did You Know?” 
 
The earliest records of metal bits used with horse bridles date from roughly the time between 
the 14th and eighth centuries BC, which falls within the Bronze and the Iron Ages. These 
discoveries were made in a region called Luristan, in ancient Mesopotamia, now present day 
Iran. 

Prior to that, and also concurrently used by more primitive tribes than the Luristans, were 
bridle bits made of vastly diverse materials, such as horn, bone, wood, sinew, rawhide and 
rope. Naturally, these materials tended to wear out rather quickly and were eventually replaced 
entirely by metal. 

Information obtained from https://ancientpeoples.tumblr.com. 

 



 Page 18          January     Wisconsin Horse Council-

ANNUAL AWARD NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN 
 

These Awards are sponsored by the Wisconsin Horse Council, Inc. in cooperation with the Midwest Horse  
Fair®.  Nominations may be submitted by clubs, associations, or individuals. 

Horseperson of The Year Award is based on contributions to Wisconsin’s equine industry as a whole, or in 
any specific area such as: youth activities, education, research, industry promotion, related legislation and regulation, trails, 
other equine events, or activities. 

 Any person 18 years old or older can be nominated. 
 Nominees must be a Wisconsin resident. 
 Nominees need not be a member of the WHC. 
 Include a paragraph explaining why your nominee should receive this award. Nominations received  without an      

appropriate write up will not be accepted. 
 
Special Achievement Award is based on a major accomplishment in the equine industry.            

 Any person 18 years old or older can be nominated. 
 Nominees must be a Wisconsin resident. 
 Nominees need not be a member of the WHC. 
 Include a paragraph explaining why your nominee should receive this award.  Nominations received  without an     

appropriate write up will not be accepted. 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award is based on a lifetime of service to the equine industry.               

 Preference given to any person who has devoted at least 25 years to the equine industry. 
 Nominees must be a Wisconsin resident. 
 Nominees need not be a member of the WHC. 
 Include a paragraph explaining why your nominee should receive this award.  Nominations received  without an     

appropriate write up will not be accepted. 
 
Judge of the Year is based on the integrity, diversity of knowledge, sportsmanship, willingness to accept and     
continually strive for greater knowledge of various breeds and disciplines at open shows. 

Equine of the Year  is to recognize the horses, ponies, donkeys, mules or any equine who have enriched the life of 
one or more humans or been cast into the spotlight because of outstanding acts, creating a positive image for equines and 
is awarded to the owner of the horse and is based on merit and voted on by District members. Once each District has   
chosen their winner, the WHC Board of Directors decides the state Equine of the Year. 

 Nominated equine must be a living resident of Wisconsin. 
 Owner must be a current Wisconsin Horse Council member and a resident of Wisconsin.  
 A completed District Equine of the Year Award Nomination Form  , one (1) clear, color photo of the nominated equine 

(5x7 or 8x10)  , and an essay containing 250 words or less describing how the nominated equine has enriched the life 
of one or more people through outstanding training, contributions or accomplishments or been cast into the spotlight 
because of outstanding acts, creating a positive image for equines must be received on or before December 1, 2017. 
 
Awards will be presented to the winners at the Wisconsin Horse Council Awards Ceremony on Sunday, 

April 22, 2018 during the Midwest Horse Fair®. 
 

Nomination forms can be accessed at www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org under the “Programs” & then 
“Annual Awards” tabs or by contacting the WHC Office at info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org. 

   
All Nominations are due by January 10th with the exception of Equine of the Year which is due to the 

appropriate District President by December 1, 2017. 

 

2018 WISCONSIN HORSE COUNCIL 
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FOR SALE: 

 2 seated sleigh, completely restored, pole for team & shaft for single, dark green body with red 
velvet seats and new floor rug  $2,700, 815-648-2973 or ShadesOfBlueRanch@hotmail.com 

 Miniature Viceroy  excellent condition, 4 new tires and tubes, black with maroon seat, $1,000, 
815-648-2973 or ShadesOfBlueRanch@hotmail.com 

 Carriage fully restored, has rubber on wheels, black body & red button tufted seat  $1,500, 
815-648-2973 or ShadesOfBlueRanch@hotmail.com 

 Hunt’s Premier Fine Show Harness, in show condition $1600.00, 608-393-4049 or 
dominostbl@baraboo.com 

 Jerald Model A Roadmaster Show cart, with black cushion seat, natural wood color, wooden 
wheels.  Used as a work cart $600.00, 608-393-4049 or dominostbl@baraboo.com 

 New Freedman Classic Runabout Carriage Driving Bridle. New, never been on a horse. Made to fit 
15-16 hand horse $500.00, 608-393-4049 or dominostbl@baraboo.com 

 Registered 6 year old Chestnut Morgan Mare.  14.3 hands. Trained for hunt seat and western. Trail 
Rides. Hauls, clips, ties. -  2017 Shown in open shows in Youth classes.  608-393-4049 or  
dominostbl@baraboo.com 

 Senior citizens cutting back:  really nice 15.2 bay quarter horse gelding, not ridden in the last two 
years, best offer.  Flashy 16.2 palomino gelding, reg. APHA, PHBA 5 year trail broke, color and hal-
ter, show record as weanling.  Would make dressage, hunt or western competitor.  Full sister 
shown palomino and has many points.  He is a fun horse but too tall for us.  Two hind white stock-
ings, blaze face.  Must be shod in front and prefers outside with shelter.  Clips, loads, loves atten-
tion, the more the better.  $2,650, offers welcome.  Also have black 16 inch dressage saddle, used 
once $100.  Please contact Susan at 715-362-2468 or mccoy.susan73@yahoo.com 

EXCLUSIVELY for WISCONSIN HORSE COUNCIL MEMBERS ONLY! 
FREE CLASSIFIED ADS in OUR NEWSLETTER! 

Ads will be posted for 3 consecutive newsletters.  Subject to editing to fill space.  
Ads must be personal for your horses and equine related items. 

Not for commercial/business advertising. 

If you are interested in Wisconsin Horse Trails, please go to Wisconsin Horse Council – 
Trails https://www.facebook.com/groups/556275354718846/ and join the Facebook Group. 
 

Information will be shared on Trail Building, Trail School, Trail Grants, New Trail Development, DNR 
meetings and updates, Trail Advocacy and more! 
 
Get the latest updates on the WHC Ride Wisconsin Program and on the NEW Trail Quest...a fun pro-
gram hosted by the Wisconsin Horse Council! 
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Advertiser:   
 
Ad Agency (if applicable):   
 
Address:   
 
City:        State:     Zip + 4:  
 
Contact Person (please print):   
 
Phone:     Fax:    Email:   
 
Authorized Signature:     

 
      

  
             

 
 
 
  

  
  
  
        

        
Run my ad in the following editions:  

 
                                 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Total Cost: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Order, payment, and ad copy should be mailed to: 
Wisconsin Horse Council, Inc. 

PO Box 72 
Columbus, WI  53925-1516 

Phone: 920-623-0393     Fax: 920-623-0583 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
CounciLetter 

Advertising Order Form 

I am a current WHC member I am not a current WHC member I’m joining WHC  today 

WSHC Annual          
Memberships 

$20.00 Level I 

$45.00 Level II 

$100.00 Level III 

    

Member Advertising 
Rates 

$75.00 Full Page 

$37.50 1/2 Page 

$18.75 1/4 Page 

$10.00 Business Card 

Non Member Advertising 
Rates 

$100.00 Full Page 

$60.00 1/2 Page 

$35.00 1/4 Page 

$15.00 Business Card 

 January  April  July  October 

 February  May  August  November 

 March  June  September  December 

 Ad cost: ____ month(s) at $__________/Month $ 

Membership: (optional) $ 

Total Enclosed: $ 

 



  Page 24      January      Wisconsin Horse Council  

 

Wisconsin  
Horse Council 

 

 

  FREE….Upcoming Events section on Website. 
 We have created a section on our website for your up-
coming events...FREE…..  You can send (email ) us any EQ-
UINE related event ( shows, tack sale, clinic, meetings, events 
etc.- 2 line maximum) and we will put it on our website free 
of charge.  All you need to do is send us a copy of your event 
with a contact phone number and we will list it for all to see. 
 Questions-call 920-623-0393/email info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 

 
I would like this event posted on the Wisconsin Horse Council website. 

 

Date:_____________________________________________________________ 

Event:_____________________________________________________________ 

Location:___________________________________________________________ 

Phone:______________________________________________________________ 

Please limit information to 2 lines and include a contact phone number. 

www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org  920-623-0393/920-623-0583F 

121 S. Ludington St.  Columbus, WI 53925 

ATTENTION ! 
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ARTIFICIAL AIDS 
BEARING REIN 
BIGHT OF THE REINS 
BILLET STRAPS 
BIT 
BLINDERS 
BRIDLE 
CANTLE 
CAVESSON 
CENTER FIRE 
CINCH 
CORONA 
CROP 
CROSS REINS 
CURB CHAIN 
DOUBLE BRIDLE 
DROP NOSEBAND 
FIADORE 
GIRTH 
HACKAMORE 
HARNESS 
HEADSTALL 
HORN 
IRONS 
JOCKEY 
LARIAT 
LEAD ROPE 
LUNGE 
PELHAM 
POMMEL 
PORT 
ROMAL 
ROWELS 
SADDLE HORN 
SNAFFLE 
SPLIT REINS 
SPURS 
SURCINGLE 
TACK 
WARBRIDLE 

 

 

 

WISCONSIN HORSE COUNCIL 
WORD FIND PUZZLE for 

JANUARY 2018 

TACK, SADDLES & 
BRIDLE TERMS 

S I T M I C C O S A K I Z E M E P B S T D J L Y S  

R N N R O H E L D D A S R P L O L I R Q U V F S S  

S X I R Q O A P U R I O B D R I O X U N H Z E V O  

B T O E D Z P W L L M A I C N I G C P O L N S H P  

A N A X R U U S J A B R L D H F Y E S B R Y P C E  

A C T I L T P Y K D B E E A T P J N X A W G A J R  

Z O I N R U I C W E P R A P I F X T H W M I R X O  

J R H N X A A L L U S H V R A C K E Y T A R T W D  

G E X C C H L B P S S R Z T I O I R Q X H T S W A  

S M C C P H U N U S H K O W B N B F A T L H T A I  

I U D D R O P N O S E B A N D I G I I Y E D E R F  

E E R X D L R Z D C Z F C B T S V R C T P N L B T  

K P O C E Q Y T R N O S S E V A C E E O R I L R A  

K N O M I Z J O H E A D S T A L L H E I S A I I C  

O Z M R M N S R O W E L S E G N U L O U N H B D K  

I O T D D S G H G R O W K X B T L V W I Z C A L B  

P J X D R A K L G V C Y J L D N N A R Y G B O E J  

P W C E U L E I E E A L Z G Z P C O M L E R C V A  

L O I B R U K L D A N Y O Y V X N T K O P U L R G  

S N I E R E H T F O T H G I B S P E R E R C H Z W  

S P Z G O I R W P O L Y E K C O J L S N A F F L E  

F R I O U K D W W O E H A N R D E E P U A P T N Q  

I W D V V K Y L S O G F M S Q V P U N E Z S R F S  

C V Z V T G D J E I G Y Q P I I Z M G G L Q N M W  

G D J I B N Y N P R N W Q S H O R N D G D M L R A 
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Product Price Shipping Qty Subtotal 

Equine Limited Liability Sign 
Small 11”x16” Heavy Plastic  

$10.00 ea. or 
2 for $15.00 

or 3 for 
$20.00 

$7.00 for 
1, 2 or 3 

  

Equine Limited Liability Sign 
Large 16”x26” Heavy Plastic  

$20.00 ea.  
 

$9.00 ea. 
 

  

Wisconsin Horse Trails -  
10th Edition  

$20.00 $8.00 ea.   

License Plate Holder (white w/ blue 
lettering) 

$3.00 $3.50 ea.   

   
Total 

(Including 
Shipping):   

 

 
Ship to:  
 
         Name:              
 
         Address:             
 
             
 
             
 
           Phone:                  Email:       
 
 

  I am a Current WHC Member          
  I would like to know more about becoming a WHC Member 

 
Make Checks Payable to “Wisconsin Horse Council”   

Send this form with payment to: 
 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
PO Box 72 

Columbus, WI  53925 

Wisconsin Horse Council      
Product Order Form 

 



District 3 includes the counties of: Brown, Calumet, Dodge, 
Door, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, 
Outagamie, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, Waupaca, 
Waushara, and Winnebago 

District 4 includes the counties of: Dane, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, Lafayette, Milwaukee, Racine, 
Rock, Walworth, and Waukesha 

District 5 includes the counties of: Adams,  Buffalo, 
Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse,              
Marquette, Monroe, Portage, Richland, Sauk, Trempealeau,     
   Vernon, and Wood 

District 1 includes the counties of:  Ashland, Barron,      
Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Dunn,  Eau Claire, 
Iron, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Price, Rusk,  Sawyer, St. Croix, 
Taylor and Washburn 
District 2 includes the counties of: Florence, Forest,         
Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Menominee, 
Oconto, Oneida, Shawano, and Vilas 

D
istricts

 

www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org

Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   
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WHC District 1:
Contact - Sheila Kisling 
715-651-1213
crosshairstables@gmail.com

WHC District 2:
Contact - Marilyn Krueger 
715-675-7016
mrlnkrgr@gmail.com
 

WHC District 3:
Contact - Katie Bachhuber 
920-539-0601 
kbach@nconnect.net

WHC District 4:
Contact - Laura Rose 
608-225-7045
green.traveler@gmail.com

WHC District 5:
Contact - Mike McGowan 
715-284-9112
mcgowan@centurytel.net

CounciLetter Deadline 
The deadline for articles, upcoming events and advertisements for 

the WHC CounciLetter is: 

February Issue: January 15th noon 
Articles must be equine related, may not be for commercial      

benefit and must be sent to us in a timely fashion.  The Editor     
reserves the right to revise or refuse articles. 

Ads and articles  are best sent in electronic format (prefer 
MS Word or Adobe Acrobat) to: 

info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 

Office hours:  Monday-Friday  -  8am-4pm 



Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   

   
 January 1  HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
  
 January 8  WHC District 4 Meeting 
  
 January 24  WHC BOD Monthly Meeting 
  
 
 
       
   * Please check out our Calendar of 
      Upcoming Events, included in this 
      issue of the CounciLetter  as well as 
      on our website, for shows, 
      fundraisers, clinics, tack sales and 
      more! 

 


